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Tufts University Green Fund Application

Name: Rene LaPointe-Jameson Role: Undergraduate 0
Email: Rene.LaPointe_Jameson@tufts.edu Campus: \edford/Somerville ©@
Project Title: Building Audacity Hydroponics Center

One Sentence Description (This is how your project will be described on the Green Fund website):
Hydroponics Center in Lynn, MA targeted to provide produce to vulnerable members of the BIPOC community.

General Application Questions:
1. What project would you like to fund with the Green Fund?

With the help of Building Audacity, Tufts students Eve Abraha and Nkemdilim Aduka organized a food delivery program targeting the most marginalized i.e. seniors who are guardians of young children, folks that live in areas of
Greater Boston with limited access to public transportation, and those among the differently abled population. This program received requests from over 800 families, which we were only able to serve 505, (approx 1,700 people). We
realized that this was a complete band-aid approach that was needed to move through the crucial moment of low income folks receiving food immediately but definitely was not a long term solution. In addition, when we tried to
secure fresh produce for our food deliveries, items were all but nonexistent or had high costs. With this said, we are making the audacious move to start a hydroponics center that will grow and deliver free produce to vulnerable
BIPOC community members within the Greater Boston region. Impact: Using hydroponic farming, 1.4 sq ft of space can yield up to 50 Ibs of produce. We will allocate 1,500 square feet hoping to yield 53,571 Ibs of free produce 3-4
months after opening. Funding will allow us to move beyond delivering processed foods as a method of solving BIPOC food insecurity. Specifically, this project will allow us to: Continue our food delivery program to BIPOC families
who have seniors as guardians of young children, live in areas of Greater Boston that have limited access to public transportation, and those among the disabled population; Build a hydroponics center at 500 Essex Street, Lynn, MA.
Timeline: The dire situation of long term racial inequality compounded with the COVID-19 pandemic has made it clear that innovation is needed now. With this said, we hope to secure funding partners that are willing to take
immediate action. This will allow us to purchase the needed equipment to start growing as soon as November. Hydroponics gardening yields produce within 3-4 months. This will allow us to provide the community with our first crop of
fresh produce this winter. Thought Partners and Community Partners: Building Audacity, Tufts University Urban Environmental Public Policy (UEP) program, Lynn Families and Children Center, Lowell Community Health Center,
Brooke Charter High School, Neighborhood House Charter School, Camp Harborview.

2. Who would you work with on this project? Who would need to be involved? (For
example: are there departments you would need to reach out to? If you are hosting an event,
you might need someone to help you set up and to help clean up afterwards. Do you need
permission from anyone to complete your project?) Include their role (collaborator, advisor,
vender, resource). Have they been confirmed?

Name and Title Role Status

Nakia Navarro, Lead Organizer Collaborator & Nonprofit Confirmed

Mary Davis, Chair Tufts, UEP Advisor Confirmed
Eve Abraha Collaborator Confirmed




3. What costs would be involved in your proposal? Please provide a rough budget.

Tufts Student Stipends $10,000; Hydroponic Towers $15000; Aquaponics Towers $10,000; Volunteer Reimbursements $2500; Marketing and Other Membership Materials $2,500

4. What steps would you take to accomplish this project?

Building Audacity is working to secure space for hydroponic towers to be placed to grow the needed produce. We already have a waiting list of 505 families and volunteers willing to donate the produce. Once the
space is secured, we will purchase hydroponic and aquaponic towers then begin the 3 month process of growing produce via indoor methods.

5. How would your project help the Tufts community?

The Need: When incomes drop and family budgets shrink, food choices shift toward cheaper but more energy-dense foods. The first items dropped are usually healthier foods — high-quality proteins, whole grains,
vegetables and fruit. Low cost energy-rich starches, added sugars, and vegetable fats represent the cheapest way to fill hungry stomachs. Inequitable access to healthy food is a major contributor to health
disparities. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, adult obesity rates are 51% higher for African Americans than whites, and 21% higher for Latinos. Black and Latino children are more likely to
become obese than white children. The lack of healthy food retail also hinders ity economic in that need private investment and jobs. The hydroponics center will help to ensure
BIPOC families have access to free produce.

What can I expect next?

The Green Fund Committee will meet in early October and decide which projects to advance to
the second round. These projects will be asked to fill out a more complete application (which can
be found at go.tufts.edu/GreenFund) these applicants will also be asked to fill out a budget and
Gantt chart for their project as well as gain letters of support from vital parties.


https://tufts.box.com/s/yv9v6eib5a9zsc90mgb7pchnkag15fga
https://tufts.box.com/s/iiq8q11zb3js7bnqyynwnlt0nca1oc0g
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