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What is Sustainability? People 

Planet 

Profit 
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Human capital 

Natural capital  

Financial capital  

Economy 

Ecology  

Equity  



Who is AASHE? 

•  Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in 
Higher Education  

•  Over 1000 campus members.   

•  Professional organization for campus sustainability 
officers. 

•  Mission:  Empower higher education to lead the 
sustainability transformation 
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What is STARS? 

ü  A voluntary, self-reporting framework 

ü  A guide for advancing sustainability in all sectors of higher 
education. 

ü  A common standard of measurement for sustainability in higher 
education. 

ü  A tool that promotes a comprehensive understanding of 
sustainability that includes its social, economic and 
environmental dimensions. 
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Why is STARS Needed? 

•  “You can only manage what you can measure.”  

•  Sustainability is a new frontier with few established metrics.  A 
standard framework for measuring success is needed. 

•  STARS is a broad-based, stakeholder-designed, tested 
framework. 
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STARS Partner Organizations 
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How is STARS Organized? 
STARS 2.0: 4 categories, 70 credits 
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STARS 2.0 
Academics (AC) 

Engagement (EN) 

Operations (OP) 

Planning & Admin. (PA) 

Innovation (IN) 

STARS 2.0 



STARS Credits 

1.  Credit Rationale 

2.  Criteria 

3.  Applicability 

4.  Scoring 

5.  Reporting Fields 

6.  Measurement 

7.  Standards & Terms 
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Point Allocation 
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AC 
29% 

EN 
21% 

OP 
34% 

PA 
16% 

STARS 2.0 



Scoring 
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STARS 2.0 

 

Total points earned 

Total applicable points 

+  

Innovation points 
 



STARS Recognition Levels 
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Rating Level Minimum Score Required 

     STARS Bronze 25 

     STARS Silver 45 

     STARS Gold 65 

     STARS Platinum 85 



STARS Ratings 

Platinum 0 
Gold 53 
Silver 151 
Bronze 68 
Reporter 21 
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Totals for all versions of STARS. 
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Education and Research 61.01% 
Operations 36.30% 
Planning, Administration & Engagement 78.88% 
Innovation 4 
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Mechanisms for Report Accuracy 
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ü  For each credit, a  Responsible Party  from the institution provides a statement 
that the information submitted is accurate 

ü  Each submitted report must be accompanied by a  letter from the institution’s 
president, chancellor, or highest ranking executive  that affirms the accuracy of 
the institution’s STARS report 

ü  All institutions wishing to pursue a Platinum rating will be subject to  pre-
publication review  by AASHE staff. Staff may conduct random pre-publication 
review for other STARS reports 

ü  AASHE staff conduct  post-publication review  for all STARS reports after a rating 
has been earned 

ü  All  information in STARS reports is made publicly available  on the STARS 
website 

ü  Each institution may submit a  data correction request  to correct mistakes in its 
STARS report after a rating has been earned and the report has been made public 
on the STARS website 



Stars recognition levels are valid for three (3) years 
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Medford/Somerville Campus Only All Three Massachusetts Campuses 



Availability of STARS Data 
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STARS Participant Benefits 
 
•  Measure your institution’s current sustainability performance 

•  Create a baseline for continuous improvement toward sustainability 

•  Streamline your sustainability reporting efforts by sharing STARS 
reporting data with other organizations 

•  Compare and learn from other institutions of similar type and 
demographic 

•  Gain global recognition for your sustainability efforts as a STARS rated 
institution 

•  Celebrate your rating with access to STARS promotional tools 

•  Monitor your progress toward a STARS rating with automated point 
calculation 

•  Excel and PDF exports of STARS data 

•  Access to all public STARS data through the STARS API 
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3-in-1 Survey   

1. The Princeton Review's “Guide to Green Colleges” 

2. Sierra Magazine’s “Cool Schools” list  

3. STARS 
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Options for Submitting Your Data 

Option 1. Fill out the customized form today 
1.  OOS will enter info into STARS 

2.  You  sign onto STARS, double-check the entry and sign-off on it 

Option 2. Fill out the form directly on the STARS webpage 

 
Option 3. Email or otherwise provide the information to OOS  

1.  Sign into STARS, double check the entry 
2.  Alternately we can provide you with a printout/PDF of the completed 

form and you can give us permission to sign-off in your name 
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Two Important Dates 

DD, Month YYYY Presentation Title 23 

Fiscal 
Year 
2013 

Due 
Feb. 7th  



Resources 
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Fannie Koa 

Tina Woolston Betsy Byrum 

Bob Lynch 

Remember: 

Data for all 3 campuses 


